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Editor’s Musings. 
 
Following on from the clocks going back in October and the recent snow 
at the start of November I realise that winter is upon us.  The long 
evenings give us the opportunity to spend more time learning new tunes, 
brushing up on techniques and playing more regularly.  There is also the 
chance of attending some of the many concerts, festivals and other 
events which offer the chance to listen to some great music or to attend 
workshops of your choice.  Elsewhere in this issue you will see 
references to the annual Celtic Connections Festival which opens on 
Thursday 19th January and goes on until Sunday 5th February 2017. 
 
I mentioned in the last newsletter the informal sessions some of us 
enjoyed during the summer break.  Playing in small groups is great fun 
and it is one of the best ways of improving your playing and extending 
your repertoire, and we always pick up tips from watching and listening to 
each other.  It would be great to see some more of those wee groups 
forming, with whatever instruments people can offer as well as the fiddle, 
and maybe even adding the odd song.  Is the fiddle your only instrument, 
or do you already play others?  It would be interesting to hear what else 
you play. 
 
At a recent committee meeting we discussed the possibility of having a 
fund-raising concert/ceilidh dance but the feeling was that we could not 
really sustain this kind of venture as so few of our members seem to wish 
to play in public.  It seems a great pity that we offer very fine teaching but 
do not have the chance to let the public hear what we are achieving.  We 
are a small organisation but I feel that we could still possibly get a show 
together rather than just have a few of us offering an item in the variety 
concerts or other events at which we have performed.  Your thoughts are 
very welcome on this and on the whole issue of why you attend a fiddle 
workshop.  I imagine it’s to learn the fiddle, but it may be to have a 
pleasant evening out and the playing is just an added bonus.  Let’s get 
some discussion going! 
 
As I began with a reference to winter, I will end with the words of one of 
my favourite characters, the late Bud Neill, the Glaswegian cartoonist 
who created the famous Lobby Dosser cartoon strip. 
 

“Winter’s came, the snow has fell  
Wee Josie’s nose is froze as well  
Wee Josie’s froziz nose is skintit  

……..Winter’s diabolic, intit?” 
 

(Translations available for a small fee – just put your address on the back of a 
£5 note). 

 

John K 
 

 

 

     

Dates for your 

Diary 

Christmas Party 

Mon 12th 

December 

Pavilion 

Wed 14th there is 

no class. 

************** 

Christmas Break 

No Classes on: 

Dec 14, 19/21, 

26/28 

Jan 2/4, 9/11 

****************** 

Restart Jan 16/18 

Monday classes: 

In Sports Pavilion 

 Improver: 6.30 

Mixed Ability 7.30 

******************

Wednesday classes: 

In Memorial Hall 

Beginner 6 – 7 pm 

Mixed Ability 7 – 9 

pm 

****************** 

Celtic Connections 

Thursday 19th 

January 2017 

through till 

Sunday 5th 

February 2017 

****************** 



 
 

 

Glenfiddich Fiddle Championship 
End of 27-year sponsorship 

 
The final event of the William Grant and Sons Glenfiddich Fiddle 
Championship was the concert of Past Masters which was held on Sunday 
30th October in the ballroom of Blair Castle.  In this magnificent setting, 
watched over by Sir Henry Raeburn’s portrait of Niel Gow and with Gow’s 
fiddle on display as always just beside the portrait, the audience was treated 
to an amazing performance of all that is best in Traditional Scottish Fiddling.  
Interestingly, Gow himself won a fiddle competition in 1745 in Perth.  This was 
a competition “Open to all Scotland”, and the judge, a blind man named John 
McCraw, declared that he could distinguish Niel’s bow among a hundred 
players.  
 
That doyen of things traditional, Robbie Shepherd, was present to get the 
proceedings going, and it was great to see that although Robbie has retired 
from BBC’s “Take The Floor” he is still active in so many ways.  Compere for 
the afternoon was Fergus Muirhead, fresh from his duties at the Glenfiddich 
Piping Masters the previous day.  The whole event was filmed by a company 
called Trad TV and you can visit their website and see the whole event 
streamed.  I’d thoroughly recommend it.  Go to tradtv.com to see the 
recording.  I do not know how long it will be available, but it should be there.  
Just click on this link, or cut and paste it into your browser. 
 
All the past winners, from young George Davidson of Tarves (the 2015 
winner)  to Maureen Turnbull (the inaugural 1989 winner) performed a solo 
selection of their own choosing.  The standard of playing throughout the 
afternoon was as you’d expect and every soloist offered a very well-balanced 
set of tunes; it is a tribute to the breadth of their repertoires that there were 
very few tunes repeated.  The tunes on offer ranged from the compositions of 
Gow, Skinner and William Marshall up to modern composers, and included  
inspiring slow airs, strathspeys, jigs, reels and a fine scattering of our west 
coast pipe marches which translate so well to the fiddle.  Indeed, one of the 
repeats was that LFW favourite, “Donald McLean’s Farewell to Oban”.  
 
 All of the players came on stage for a rousing finale led by Paul Anderson, 
the 1995 winner, a great way to end a great day. 
 
Although Wiliam Grant and Sons are no longer going to be sponsoring the 
event they hope to continue their support of traditional music in other ways, as 
well as continuing the piping competition.  It is hoped that the Scottish Fiddle 
Orchestra will be getting involved in some way and that the competition will 
continue in some form; and preferably in the ballroom of Blair Castle. 
 
John K 
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http://www.tradtv.com/


 

 

Meet the Tutor 
 

Mairi Voinot, one of our two tutors this year, has agreed to give us an interview for the newsletter, for which many 
thanks, Mairi, especially at a busy time of the year for you with all your studies. 
 
LFW:  What got you started on playing fiddle, Mairi? 
 
Mairi: I started fiddle in late 2007.  I had previously tried the violin but it did not appeal to me as I did not enjoy 
playing from music;  I enjoyed the freedom I got from the fiddle and was so lucky to have as my first tutor my next-
door neighbour, who happened to be top Scottish fiddler Archie MacAllister.  Archie suggested to me that I should 
go to Alasdair Fraser’s Fiddle Camp at  Sabhal Mor Ostaig (the Gaelic college in Skye) in the summer of 2008 and 
it was here that my passion for the fiddle really blossomed. 
 
LFW:  What was so special about this summer camp, Mairi? 
 
Mairi:  I got to meet amazing tutors and musicians who really inspired me.  Probably my greatest inspiration was 
Sarah Naylor.  On coming home to Lochgilphead from this week’s course I looked up Sarah’s details to see if I 
could get lessons from her and found out that she was tutoring at LFW at this time.  My super Mum drove me up 
every week to the classes and I managed to get private tuition from Sarah before joining in the classes.  With Sarah 
as my tutor I entered several competitions and began playing concerts.  I also took part in the first Argyll Ceilidh 
Trail when I was 15. I continued at LFW and Mike Vass was by then the tutor. 
 
LFW:  I remember the first year I compered the Fiddle Competition at the Highlands and Islands Music and Dance 
festival in Oban that you were one of the junior entrants and Sarah was adjudicator.  I think it would be 2009).  After 
you’d played your set the general feeling was that here was a player to watch for in the future!  
 
What are you currently doing in your music career apart from tutoring at Strachur? 
 
Mairi:  I am currently in my 4

th
 year of a BA(Hons) Applied Music Course.  This is under the auspices of the 

University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) and is run by  Anna Wendy Stevenson (another former LFW tutor – 
Ed).  For the first two years of the course I lived in Benbecula in the Western Isles and moved to Glasgow last year.  
In Glasgow I began to get amazing opportunities such as tutoring at the Glasgow Fiddle Workshop, teaching 
through the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, teaching at traditional music schools and being the fiddle tutor for 
Feis Phaislig (music events run in Paisley).  I also work with many other organisations and teach privately. 
 
LFW: It seems that your love of the fiddle and its music is matched by your desire to teach and pass on the skills 
you have acquired over the years.  How do you see yourself  progressing in the next few years?   
 
Mairi: As well as my Honours degree I am also studying a college maths course so that I can do a postgraduate 
degree in education;  I want to continue being a teacher as it gives me so much pleasure.  I want to be able to 
teach to all levels of learners as it is so rewarding to watch people progress in their playing. 
 
In the future (March 2017) I am going to be putting on a Fiddle Workshop Weekend in Glasgow where I hope to 
work with some of the best tutors in Scotland and maybe develop the workshop side of my career from this. 
 
LFW:  In conclusion, Mairi, what has it been like coming back here as tutor, having started out as a student not so 
many years ago? 
 
Mairi:  It has been an incredible opportunity for me to come back here this year.  It is so nice to be back where I 
started and to meet so many of the people who supported me as a young musician and now as a tutor.  I hope 
everyone enjoys participating in my classes as much as I enjoy teaching them.  Every student, from the juniors 
through beginner adults to the advanced players, inspires me weekly and I am so glad to have been asked to take 
on the role of tutor. 
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Term dates 2016/7 
 
Classes begin Monday 5 /Wednesday 7 
September.   
October break: No classes on 
Mon 10  / Wed 12  
Mon 17 / Wed 19 

 
Christmas Break: December/January 2017 
No Classes: 
Wed 14 Dec 
Mon 19 / Wed 21 Dec 
Mon 26 / Wed 26 Dec 
Mon 2 Jan / Wed 4 Jan 
Mon 9 Jan / Wed 11 Jan 
 
Restart  Mon 16 / Wed 18 Jan 2017 
************************************************** 

Regular Session 
 
Each Thursday there is an impromptu 
session in the back room of McClure’s Bar 
in Ferry Brae in Dunoon, courtesy of  Martin 
Donovan, publican and LFW member.  
There is a mix of fiddles, accordions, small 
pipes,  guitars and other stringed 
instruments and all levels are welcome.  
From about 8 p.m. till around 10.30 or till 
you get tired! 
 
 
************************************************** 
 
Contact e-mail addresses: 
 
Chair: Evie Campbell 
eviecampbell5@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer: Teresa Hunt-Earle 
thuntearle@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Secretary/Newsletter Ed: John Kelly 
jkargyll@gmail.com 
 
************************************************** 
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Stringing your fiddle? 
 
Some time back I offered a wee workshop 
on changing the strings on your fiddles, and 
generally suggesting ways of keeping the 
instrument in good working order.  Many of 
you are still reluctant to try basic things on 
your own for fear of causing harm to your 
instruments.  If some of you would like to 
have a wee session on fitting strings, tuning, 
etc, then we can try to organise something 
on one of the evenings when there are 
classes or at some other suitable time. 
 
Let me know by e-mail (link on this page) or 
just talk to me at one of the Monday or 
Wednesday sessions.  It is free too! 
 
John K 
 

Useful Websites 
 

Many of you may already be subscribed to 
other websites which deal with fiddle or 
traditional music in general, and here are a 
couple I use regularly:  
 
Hands Up For Trad:  run by Simon 
Thoumire 
Very informative on many aspects of the folk 
scene.  Weekly newsletter free to 
subscribers. 
 
http://www.handsupfortrad.co.uk 
 
 

The Gathering: hosted by Nigel Gatherer, 
one of the busiest teachers in Scotland and 
with lots of good tunes available for a variety 
of instruments. 
 
http://www.nigelgatherer.com 

mailto:eviecampbell5@gmail.com
mailto:thuntearle@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:jkargyll@gmail.com
http://folkwaves.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69e821c9b61b5853558074d1c&id=877ecfeb4e&e=070b365945
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Celtic Connections 2017  

This annual event had grown and grown under the guidance of Donald Shaw since its beginnings 
and this year it boasts 2100 artists, 300 events and 20 venues in and around Glasgow.  It begins on 
Thursday January 19th 2017 and goes on until Sunday February 5th.  There is something for 
everyone from traditional to world music, and from conventional to experimental.  Performers come 
from all around the world to have the chance of playing at this prestigious festival. 
 
Strongly featured are many of the country’s top fiddle players, both solo and in groups such as 
Blazin’ Fiddles.  Too numerous to mention here, but see the site for details: celticconnections .  
Note that the site upgrades frequently so it is worth regular visits.  Another caveat is that tickets go 
very quickly, so make sure you apply as early as possible. 
 
Venues range from the Royal Concert Hall to small, intimate venues and there are even walking 
tours on offer.   
 
Can I ask that if you do attend any of the events you might consider giving us a wee review for our 
next newsletter.  I am hoping to get to some events myself, but I’m sure folk would love to read of 
fellow LFW players’ experiences of any events they might attend. 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

Fund Raiser 
 
A very successful fund-raising event was held in McClure’s bar in Dunoon on Thursday 1st 
December.  This was courtesy of the proprietors, Martin and Liz Donovan, and arose out of the 
regular sessions that are held each Thursday in the back room of the pub (see ad on page 3).  The 
regulars decided to put on a St Andrew’s Night event and the Donovans organised a raffle and laid 
on food for all who attended.  
 
It was great to see so many there enjoying themselves, and special mention must be made of the 
contingent of LFW fiddlers who came along with their fiddles and joined in the fun.  Maggie, 
Maureen, Ishbel and the two Alisons travelled from Cairndow, Glasgow, Strachur, Inveraray and 
Dunoon respectively to be there.  Instruments present included fiddles, accordion, small and Great 
Highland bagpipes, mandolin, guitars and even an electronic drumkit!  There were several songs 
and a couple of poems performed too, mainly with a Scottish connection. 
 
The raffle raised around £280 for LFW funds so sincere thanks to Martin and Liz and to everyone 
who supported the evening. 
 
John K 
 

 
 
The Committee wish all our members the very best for Christmas and the coming year.  It’s been 
great meeting everybody in classes and we are especially pleased to have gained new members 
this year. 
 
 

http://www.celticconnections.com/Pages/default.aspx

